CaLARTS 


February 6, 2023 


The Whitney Museum of American Art 
2023 Summer Internship Program 


opc@whitney.org 
Re: Recommendation for Anastasia Chernysheva, applicant for Internship 
To Whom It May Concern: 


| am delighted to offer my very strong recommendation for Anastasia Chernysheva, who 
| have come to know as an emerging intellectual force with tremendous potential. | 
came to know Ms. Chernysheva in the fall of 2021, when I was contacted by her Ph.D. 
advisor in the History Department of the University of Illinois, who asked if | might offer 
guidance on her research topic, which at that time was focused on the history of 
experimental music in the U.S. with a particular emphasis on technological 
developments in the mid-twentieth century. | agreed, since | have intimate knowledge in 
this area, having lived this phenomenon and emerged from it to develop my own career 
as a composer-performer-researcher and developer of electronic instrumentation in the 
arts, beginning in the 1960s. 


What ensued, however, quickly broadened in scope to include a range of historical 
topics in twentieth and twenty-first century arts and technology, the interfacing of 
emerging cybernetics and the arts, various topics in overlapping areas of experimental 
music, philosophy, and science, and specific research into my own work involving 
propositional music, neuromusic, and art-science integration. 


Ms. Chernysheva immersed herself in these topics, showed herself to be a determined 
and expert researcher, and as a historian, acquired deep and comprehensive 
knowledge at an astonishing speed. Coupled with her research acumen, she always 
applied demanding critique to how threads of influence might be identified and 
evaluated, never accepting a conclusion without challenging its rationale, and always 
applying rigorous examination to presumptions. She is an arduous critical thinker. As a 
result, she has several writings underway that show very strong potential to contribute 
new knowledge. 


Subsequently, Ms. Chernysheva's lines of research lead to the need to pursue materials 
existing in my own personal archive. This archive is extensive, and has been accessed 
by numerous researchers and authors writing about experimental music and multimedia 
history. However, at the time, it was also in chaotic disarray, due to lack of professional 
help for me to organize it properly. Ms. Chernysheva, took it upon herself to apply for a 
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grant to enable her to spend several weeks during the summer of 2022 working with me 
to bring better order to this archive. The work was intensive, and as a result, she 
produced and published a professional finding aid that has already enabled new 
research with it to carried out more efficiently. (See: 
https://davidrosenboom,com/archive-collection ) This project demonstrated that Ms. 
Chernysheva is already highly skilled in archival work. 


Subsequently, inspired by the synergy among arts and sciences clearly visible in the 
work we were examining, Ms. Chernysheva, spearheaded a herculean effort to raise 
funds and recruit faculty participants from numerous departments at the University of 
Illinois in Urbana-Champaign and its Center for Advanced Study to engage in a two- 
week residency structured around my work highlighting this art-science synergy. The 
result, which included both retrospective presentations and new forward-looking 
projects, emerged as one of the most effective interdisciplinary gatherings | have 
experienced in my more than fifty-year career. (See: https://www.david-rosenboom- 
artscience-uiuc-oct-2022.com/ ) Ms. Chernysheva had the vision to organized it in 
twelve public events over two weeks, including major performances, keynote speeches, 
workshops, seminars, and new research demonstrations involving multiple university 
departments: engineering, music, art and design, neuroscience, biochemistry, physics, 
history, computer science, and more. The responses were outstanding, and indeed, 
some new projects have already emerged that show promise for continued 
collaborations. Ms. Chernysheva also saw to it that the residency would be well 
documented in media forms with recordings and videos that are now already published. 


Overall, Anastasia Chernysheva, is an energetic and determined practitioner. | am 
aware of aspects of her background that include studies in philosophy, art history, 
history of science and technology, environment and climate science (in which she has 
co-authored publications), experimental arts, and more. | have every confidence that 
her work will be carefully considered, productive, and effective in the future. | strongly 
recommend her for serious consideration as an outstanding candidate for an internship 
at the Whitney. 


Sincerely, 


David Rosenboom 

Roy E. Disney Family Chair in Musical Composition 

(Formerly Dean and Richard Seaver Distinguished Chair in Music, 1990 through 
2020) 


